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WELCOME to our fifth issue of the
“NGO JUSTICE SUMMIT
NEWSLETTER”

Our goal is to promote awareness among NGOs about the
opportunities arising from the Alberta Summit on Justice.
This newsletter is intended to inform NGOs about what is

happening with the implementation of Summit
recommendations and how to get involved.

What is an NGO?

Non-government organizations, also
known as community agencies or
non-profits, provide a variety of

services and activities in the
community and at various stages of
the justice system. They are
governed by volunteer boards of
directors and make extensive use of
volunteers in providing programs.

Many of these organizations work on
the front lines, witnessing daily the
impact of poverty, unemployment,
substance abuse and violence. They
have come to understand how these
factors relate to involvement in
crime. This is one of the many
reasons why NGOs have an interest
in the Justice Summit.

Turning Recommendations into Action!

Legal Aid Society ac-
knowledged for lead-
ership in opening new
Family Law Offices.

On Jduly 3, 2001, theLe-
gal Aid Society of Al-
berta opened the doors
to thefirst of two family
law offices. The office
in Edmonton and the
onein Calgary, which
opened in October, are
based upon the idea of
providing ateam ap-

proach to client services.

Themission of the Le-
gal Aid Society of Al-
bertaistofacilitate
equality of accesstothe
justice systemthrough
the provision of legal
servicesin serious legal
matter s to those who
would not otherwise be
ableto finance them
solely fromtheir own re-
Sour ces.
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The Lega Aid Society has
taken anew step towards ful-
filling its mission of provi d-
ing servicesto low-income
Albertans. The Family Law
Officeswill provide a multi-
disciplinary approach to
family law services. The of -
fices are made up of lawyers,
social workers and commu-
nity development support
staff who will work together
to provide legal and social
servicesto clients.

During our recent survey of
NGOs and the provision of
public legal education,
NGOstold usthat their cli-
ents have multi-dimensiona
problems, which highlighted
agreater need for co-
operation and co-ordination
of servicesin the family law
field. What better way could
there be to provide amuilti-
dimensiona service than to
establish alegal aid office

(Continued on page 2)
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Turning Recommendations into Action! con’t...

(Continued from page 1)

that employs 13 lawyers, asocial worker and
community devel opment staff working as ateam,
offering clients assistance in a consistent and
timely fashion.

The project, which is being funded for four years
at an estimated cost of $2.7 million, isthe latest
development in the family law field in Alberta.
The officeswill obvioudly provide legal services
through the lawyers, but they will also provide
nonlegal assistance to clients by helping them
work on parenting plans, making referralsto
counselling and life-skills courses, and helping
clientssolvetheir housing problems.

Those of uswho work in the family support field
are mindful that the legal remedy availableto the
client has to, more often than not, be supple-
mented by additional services such as counsel-
ling and support mechanisms. Therefore, the new
Family Law Offices are awelcome addition to
the scene. These new offices will add another di-
mension to the successful development of Legal
Aid Y outh Officesin Alberta

The Legal Aid Y outh Officeswerefirst intro-
duced in 1993 as a pilot project to handle legal
matters on behalf of youth. They proved to be
both effective and efficient and have become a
permanent fixture of thelegal scenein Alberta.
Lega Aid Youth Officesin Cagary and Edmon-
ton provide services to youth through staff law-
yers and paralegals with community develop-
ment expertise. The fusion of legal and social
services skills within the same office has shown
to be both a cost efficient use of Legal Aid funds
and has provided the opportunity to develop so-
lutions for young people in conflict with the law
that extend beyond legal remediesto crime pre-
vention through socia devel opment types of ser-
vices. These services include working with com-
munity agenciesto access and create resourcesin
areas such as housing, schooling, anger manage-

ment, addictions treatment, sexual abuse treatment,
psychological/psychiatric services and recreation
programs.

The Legal Aid Family Law Office Pilot Project is
adirect result of the February 2001 Legal Aid
agreement between Alberta Justice, the Legal Aid
Society of Albertaand the Law Society of Alberta
All these groups were partners in the planning of
and follow-up to the Justice Summit. Once again,
we embrace another benefit that has resulted from
the Justice Summit and it's many recommenda-
tions. The provision of the Legal Aid Family Law
Office Pilot Project fallsdirectly under recommen-
dation #4. Alberta Justice will work with the Legal
Aid Society of Alberta and the Law Society of Al-
berta to devel op strategiesto improve the prou-
sion of legal aid servicesto Albertans.

The enhancement of community partnershipsis not
simply amatter of providing extrafunding to
stakeholders, it is also amatter of investigating and
implementing ways of working that can bring
about the greatest benefit to theindividua client.
We acknowledge the stakeholders for their venture
into new ways of tackling old problems and look
forward to hearing that the Family Law Offices en-
joy the same results and successes asthe Legal Aid
Y outh Offices.

“Family Law matters can be
complex, time consuming and
expensive. These offices will ensure
there are lawyers and services
available to help low-income
families who need legal assistance

in a timely manner,”

Dave Hancock, Minister of Justice

and Attorney General.
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Graham Report: Improving the System of Family Law

In July 2000, the first NGO Justice Summit
Newsletter went out to NGOs across Alberta. In
that issue, we asked NGOs to contribute their
views about improving the family law systemin
Alberta by participating in the Unified Family
Court Task Force questionnaire. The issue at
hand is of such critical importance to most of the
NGOs we work with that we want to report back
on the findings of the Unified Family Court Task
Force (UFCTF).

Asyou may recall, the UFCTF was established
in March 2000, by Alberta Justice Minister Dave
Hancock, Q.C., and itstask wasto investigate
and then bring forward recommendations on i m-
proving the family court system in Alberta. The
task force’ s key objectives wereto:

2 look at ways that access to family courts
can be improved.

2 consider whether there should be one
level of court to hear al family law mat-
ters.

In Alberta, family law matters are dealt with by
both the Provincial Court and the Court of
Queen’s Bench. This split in jurisdiction often
means that one court cannot deal with all the
matters affecting afamily in crigis. This situation
not only causes delay, but can be very confusing
for the partiesinvolved in the process. Often-
timesin cases in which no one court can deal
with all the legal problems arising from the
breakdown in the relationship, piecemeal sol u-
tions have to be provided, and it is possible for
conflicting orders to be made.

The UFCTF sjob, which was to look at the
structure of how family law is provided and how
it could be improved, has resulted in an out-
standing report. This report, called the Graham
Report, is available at:

http: //wwww.gov.ab.ca/just/pub/Family _Court/
part2.htm

Executive Summary of the report is available at:
http: //mwww.gov.ab.ca/just/pub/Family_Court/
partl.htm

The Graham report has put forward 17 key rec-
ommendations; dueto lack of space, we will
only highlight some of the key recommenda-
tions.

Recommendation No. 1:
The following principles and policies should ap-
ply to the family-law court system:

? Application of law while minimizing
damage to individuals

? Encouragement of alter native means of
dispute resolution

? Geographic accessibility

? Economic and procedural accessibility.

Recommendation No. 2:
To give effect to the principles set out in Recom+
mendation No. 1, a unified family court should
be established in Alberta expeditiously:

? to exerciseall family-law jurisdictions
and powers
? to provide essential servicesto people

involved in family-law disputes.

Recommendation No. 3:
The unified family court should be a division of
the Court of Queen’ s Bench of Alberta.

Recommendation No. 6:
The unified family court should have exclusive
jurisdictionin the following areas of law:

? marriage (including capacity to marry
and solemnization of marriage)
? divorce and nullity of marriage

? judicial separation

(Continued on page4)
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Graham Report: Improving the

(Continued from page 3)

? spousal support

division of matrimonial property

support, custody of and accessto children

enfor cement of support, custody and access

orders

guardianship of children (personal)

guardianship of children (property)

adoption of children

parentage of children

child welfare

protection and restraining orders, including

ordersunder the Protection Against Family

Violence Act

2 protection of children under the Child Wel -
fare Act and the Protection of Children In-
volved in Prostitution Act,

2 school attendance.
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The Family Division should have concurrent juris-
diction with the Provincial Court to issue warrants
for detention and examination under sec. 10 of the
Mental Health Act.

Recommendation No. 7:
Young offenders should not be included in the ju-
risdiction of the unified family court at thistime.

Recommendation No 8:
The following areas of law should not be included
in the jurisdiction of the unified family court:

2 family violence (adult criminal charges)
? dependant adults
? willsand estates

? family relief.

While the Graham report recommends the Unified
Family Court for Alberta, it aso puts abig proviso
at the end as recommendation No 16:

System of Family Law con’t...

The Provincial Government should not establish
a unified family court unless:

? the Provincial Government is prepared to
commit to the unified family court the
financial and administrative resources,

2 and unlessthe Federal Government is
prepared to commit the necessary judi-
cial resources,

which are necessary in order to enablethe uni-
fied family court to do an effective job for Alber-
tans who have family-law problems.

The government of Alberta’ s recent statements
about the need for fiscal responsibility and the
need to restrain public sector expenditure, may
mean that we are facing a delay in implementing
the recommendations in the Graham Report. We
hope thiswill not be the case, but at the same
time we have to concur with the report finding
that “ the benefits of a unified family court will be
realized, and it’ s objectives achieved, only if the
unified family court has adequate judicial, ad-
ministrative, service and financial resources. If
the unified family court is not provided with ade-
guate resourcesit should not be established.”

One of our goals is to ensure that information about
the Justice Summit is shared with Alberta NGOs.
We encourage you to pass the word. Please
circulate this newsletter, promote these Summit
related initiatives in your own publication, and/or
let us know what other organizations might like to
receive our newsletter.

WE APPRECIATE YOUR ASSISTANCE
IN SPREADING THE WORD

If you would like us to remove your organization from our
mailing list, pleaselet usknow.
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